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 Faythe Ellis, Chair 
 Community Preservation Committee 
 Town of Brewster 
 2198 Main St 
 Brewster, MA 02631 

 Ms. Ellis, 

 Thank you for the opportunity to voice my continued support for this important housing development by HAC & 
 POAH. I live at 560 Millstone Road and am a direct abutter of this project. When I bought my home four years 
 ago, I knew that this parcel was slated for community housing, and I’ve participated in the process since the 
 first visioning sessions, pre-pandemic. I appreciate the ongoing process to solicit public feedback, and the 
 incorporation of that input into the design before us, specifically in the compact nature of the project to leave 
 the majority of the parcel undisturbed, as well as the energy-efficient construction of the units. 

 As an abutter, I understand that the impact is different for me than it is for people who live elsewhere in town, 
 as the new access road will run next to my house. It will be a change from the woods I'm accustomed to 
 looking at, but Millstone is a residential area, and this is a residential development. It’s a good fit in terms of 
 uses, and we’re a town of homeowners – yet safe and realistically priced year-round rentals are almost 
 impossible to find. The trend of local workers and families leaving the Cape in search of housing they can 
 afford is far from anecdotal at this point: per the Cape Cod Commission, fully half of Cape workers commute 
 from off-Cape. This pattern isn’t problematic only for our roads and bridges, and our environment – it’s 
 hollowing out our communities in an irreparable way. 

 There is a tremendous need for this project: the Brewster Housing Authority has a waitlist of more than 5 
 years, and they see incredibly low turnover. We can conclude that whoever will be moving into the Millstone 
 units will intend to stay and make this their home long-term – and those are good neighbors to have. 

 Some other benefits of housing in my backyard: the developer will pay real estate taxes, which means 
 increasing our tax base in a time when everything costs a lot of money. The real estate market has gotten far 
 too expensive for local people to compete in: I wouldn’t be able to afford my home today, and it’s important for 
 us to create pathways to residency that aren’t contingent on being able to pay asking price or over for a house 
 (the median sales price for April 2023 for Brewster is a whopping $864,000, per the CCIAOR). 

 We often forget to talk about people when we talk about housing, a critical error, in my opinion. The people 
 who will become my neighbors will probably be people who work jobs locally, who don’t just help keep our 
 businesses and services and amenities open, but also spend their money in those same places. People who 
 will send their children to our schools that we fund through our hard-earned taxes. Beyond all that, they will be 
 people who bring their time and talents to their new home, so that we can continue to be a vibrant and 
 well-rounded community. 

 In a competitive society like ours, it’s easy to view this in terms of winners and losers. A better perspective is 
 that housing is an investment in our community’s resilience, to ensure that Brewster remains viable into the 
 future – whatever you love about living here, there are people who work to keep it that way, and I think it’s 
 incumbent on us to work hard to keep them here, too. 

 In closing, I could talk about how this project aligns with our Vision Plan, or how it moves us towards the goals 
 in our updated Housing Production Plan. But instead, I’ll ask the CPC and my fellow community members to 



 support this project so that we can extend the same opportunity that we’ve had to 45 new households: one to 
 build the life they want, here in Brewster. 

 Combatting our housing crisis is going to require all the resources, tools, and strategies we can muster, but 
 providing financial support to this project is one you can make. I encourage the CPC to allocate whatever funds 
 you have available to this important project, and I thank you for your time. 

 Amanda Bebrin, Abutter 
 560 Millstone Road 


